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Afterwards, he observes that no matter what the direction of
the plants relative to the horizon has been, the direction of
the leaves is always that which he has at first noticed, he be-
ihinks him of changing this direction, and of placing the
leaves in a position exactly contrary to their natural one. He
has already had recourse to similar means in order to assure
himself of the instinct of animals, and to ascertain its bearings.
With this view he bends perpendicular plants towards the
horizon, and keeps them in that position. Thus, the direction
of the leaves is absolutely changed; the upper surface, which
previously turned to the sun or to the fresh air, now looks
towards the earth or the interior of the plant, and the lower
surface, which formerly looked towards the earth or the interior
of the plant, now turns to the sun, or the fresh air. But very
soon all these leaves begin to move, they turn on their stem
as on a pivot, and in an hour they will have resumed their
former position. Our observer, wishing to assure himself
whether leaves and branches when detached and plunged into
water will preserve the inclinations which they manifest when
upon the plant of which they formed a portion, subjects them
to an experiment whose results leave him no doubt of the fact.

" He places wet sponges under the leaves, and he sees the
leaves turn towards the sponges and endeavour to adhere to
them by their lower surfaces. He also observes that certain
plants, which he has shut up in his cabinet and in a cellar,
have turned towards the window, or the grating respectively.

" Finally, the phenomena of the Sensitive Plant, its varied
movements, the promptitude with which it contracts when
touched, form the interesting subject which terminates his
researches.

" Thus plentifully supplied with facts which all seem to
tend to the support of belief in the sensibility of plants,
which side will our philosopher take? "Will he surrender